REVIEWS 


out much that is of interest ami importance in recent neurological 
work, at the same time emphasizing the subjects of brain tumor, 
tabes dorsalis, salvarsan in syphilis of the nervous system, and 
poliomvelitis. 

Even a brief survey of the enormous amount of work that is 
today being done in medicine is sufficient to convince anyone that 
only through the medium of such a volume as Prograswe Medicine 
can the physician, preoccupied with the exigencies of practice, 
hone to keep abreast of the rapid onward march of medical science. 

G. M. P. 


Hand-hook of Diseases of the Eye. By IIaury Caldwell 
Parker, M.D. Pp. 1303; 115 text engravings, a half-tone 
frontispiece, and 5 full-page chromolithographic plates with 20 
figures. Philadelphia: P. A. Davis Co., 1911. 

In presenting this volume, the author has desired to place before 
the student and busy practitioner, in a concise manner, the results of 
recent investigations and their practical application. The arrange¬ 
ment of the various chapters is necessarily similar to that found in 
other hooks of this character. He calls special attention to the 
chapter on the sclera which treats of the more recent investigations 
relating to the possible tuberculous origin of some of the forms of 
inflammation attacking this structure. He lias also included a 
chapter on the bacteriology of the eye. In this chapter, under 
trachoma, lie refers to the influenza-like bacillus described by Muller, 
but no mention is made of any relation that the Ilalbcrstadtcr and 
Prowazek "bodies” may have to this affection. Parker has done 
well in including in this’work a short chapter on the relation of the 
eye and the nose, which will, 1 mil sure, be of service to the readers 
of this volume. There has also been included a formulary con¬ 
taining a number of prescriptions serviceable in the treatment of 
ocular conditions. The text contains its full quota of errors, so 
prevalent in most first editions. A number of the sentences are 
not as clear and concise as they might be; for example, in speaking 
of the growths of the iris produced by tuberculosis and syphilis, it 
is stated that “both conditions arc treated by the local treatment 
for the iritis, with which they are associated, and the constitutional 
cause of the inflammation.” Further, in speaking of iridocyclitis, 
it is stated that “it frequently follows cataract extraction which 
has become infected.” The reviewer realizes that there is probably 
nothing more difficult than the production of a satisfactory volume 
of this character, and he believes that after subsequent revisions 
this work will probably take its place with the number of excellent 
manuals or hand-books bearing on ocular affections that are already 
on tile market. The press work is good, but the binding could be 
improved upon. ^ 
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Glucose in the Blood in Addison’s Disease.—II. Sciukokai ku 
( Berlin . Win. Woch., 1011, xlviii, loOo) has examined the Mood in 
a case of Addison’s disease with refereiiee to its content in glucose. 
Determinations made on two occasions showed that the plasma con¬ 
tained 0.072 per cent, and O.OSO per cent, glucose respectively. These 
are normal values, though near the lower limits of the normal, and 
do not agree with the findings of Purges, who reported a hypoglycemia 
as one of the characteristic features of Addison’s disease. Schiroknucr. 
while admitting that a hypoglycemia may he met with, contends 
that it is not an essential part of the pathological physiology of adrenal 
insufficiency. 


The Excretion of Creatin and Creatinin in Disease.—A. Skitktzky 
( Deufoch. Archie f. Win. Mai., Iflll, eiii, -1211) has made a rather 
extensive study of creatin and creatinin excretion in disease. His 
material comprised 29 eases, chiefly diseases of the central nervous 
system, in which the excretion of creatin and creatinin have not 
been studied previously. The patients were placed on creatin- and 
creatinin-free diet to eliminate the exogenous source. The study 
included cases of epidemic anil suppurative cerebrospinal meningitis, 
hemiplegia, syringomyelia, tabes dorsalis, transverse myelitis, epilepsy, 
dementia pneeox, and also croupous and influenzal pneumonia, 
pleurisy, endocarditis, interstitial hepatitis, acute articular rheuma¬ 
tism, Basedow's disease, marasmus, diabetes niellitus and insipidus, 
and Banti’s disease. The results arc best expressed in Skutetzkv’s 
summary. («) Creatinin: (1) Fever, associated with whatever patho- 



